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FREEHOLD PROJECT 
 
Dear members,  
 
1. On the 19.8.2009 the committee submitted an application to the 

Chief Minister’s Office to convert the status of the Section 5, 
Petaling Jaya properties from leasehold to freehold. 
 

2. By letter dated 15.3.2010 the Chief Minister’s Office replied 
that the application does not fall within the category of “special 
circumstances” as required by the National Land Council vide 
their Circular Number 1/2009 which came into force on the 
30.1.2009.  
 

3. On the 18.3.2010 I met the Federal Director General of Land 
and Mines Department personally and discussed in detail the 
decision of the Chief Minister’s Office. He is of the view that the 
owners of Section 5, Petaling Jaya should endeavor to put 
forward “something exceptional in character” preferably 
documentary evidence to justify the variation of the status of 
Section 5 properties from leasehold to freehold.  
 

4. Basically the Director General of Land and Mines needs 
documentary evidence to confirm whether the 3,800 acres which 
was originally owned by Petaling Rubber Estates Limited United 
Kingdom is freehold.  Our numerous attempts to secure this vital 
information from the Petaling Land Office, Shah Alam Land 
Office, Kuala Lumpur Land Office, Selangor Survey Department, 
Sime Darby Plantations and British High Commission Kuala 
Lumpur has been rather unsuccessful. It appears that no one  
seems to have a copy of the title in respect of the 3,800 acres 
which was owned by the Petaling Rubber Estates Limited, United 
Kingdom. 
 

5. Subsequently, on the 27.5.2011 I had written a letter to Messrs 
Harrison & Crossfields Limited, UK (now known as Elementis Plc, 
UK) for a copy of the title and regrettably they also do not seem 
to have a copy of the title in their archives. 
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6. However, the company secretary of Elementis Plc, UK had 
requested me to engage a private consultant in London to 
retrieve the copy of the title from the London Metropolitan 
Archives.   
 

7. Accordingly, the committee engaged Mr Adam D’Arcy to retrieve 
the information from London Metropolitan Archives. The private 
consultant was also unable to specifically obtain a copy of the 
title relating to the 3,800 acres. Surprisingly his investigation 
revealed that an estate of 2,000 acres near the Klang river 
about 5 miles from Kuala Lumpur was held by Ms Florence May 
Bennet pursuant to a Selangor Land Grant for 999 year lease 
starting from 1895, in which event it will only expire on 2894.  
 

8. But this information itself may not be sufficient documentary 
evidence to convince the Federal Director General of Land and 
Mines to justify the change of the status of the Section 5 
properties from leasehold to freehold. I am sure, if more time is 
given, some of us may be able to secure a copy of the title for 
the 3,800 acres. 
 

9. In the meantime the state government of Selangor has introduced 
the Private Dweller Ownership Scheme to extend the lease to 99 
years. I have published a write up in our website and had 
advised the members to participate in the scheme.  
 

10. In the event, our freehold project is successful, obviously those 
who have paid the RM1,000.00 and/or the premium to extend 
the lease to 99 years can seek a refund from the state 
government of Selangor. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Dato’ V. Sivaparanjothi 
Vice President  
Section 5 Residents Association, Petaling Jaya  


